
 

Stop-Motion Animation GIF 
Class/Grade 6-12 

Length of Lesson  3 Classes  

 

Essential Questions 
How can limitations fuel creativity? 

How does collaboration expand the creative process? 

Central Focus of the Unit  
Students will use a smartphone as a means to create and stop-motion animated GIF.  

Learning Objectives 
Students will be able to: 

● Create a short stop-motion animation and gif using smartphone apps. 

● Demonstrate collaboration skills by working with a partner. 

● Think of resourceful and creative ways to create special effects.  

Student Connections 
Students will use a smartphone to create their entire project. They will use familiar 

apps such as Photos, Camera, Instagram, and Giphy in a new way.  

Assessment 
Pre-Assessment: Students will answer the following Do-Nows in their  

sketchbooks at the beginning of each lesson: 

● What is an animation? 

● What kind of special effects are you trying to include in your animation? 

● Did you find any challenges or surprises while creating your animated GIFs? What 

were some solutions you discovered? 
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Formative Assessment:  

●  I will do constant checks for understanding, students will also do a 

self-check during work time to ensure they are staying on task. 

● Students will be polled on foundational knowledge, opinions, or where they 

are in their learning. 

● Students will complete an exit ticket. 

Materials + Equipment: Smartphone with the following apps: Camera, Photos, Instagram, and 

GIPHY, Butcher paper, cereal boxes, props, and phone charger. 

Art Historical References 

Students will see examples of stop-motion animations and animated GIFs. 

     

PES 
Fresh Guacamole 

2013 

Lauren Gregg 
In Your Arms 

2011 
 

Segundo de Chomón 
El Hotel Eléctrico 

1908 

     

Tarn Susumpow 
Stop-Motion Animated GIFs on GIPHY.com 

 

 



 

 

Vocabulary: Stop-motion animation, aspect ratio, frame, frame rate,  frames per 

second, storyboard,  background, special effects, and props. 

Language Supports:  Vocabulary will be supported through the use of handouts, 

slides, video clips, posters, and visual aids. 

Day 1: Stop-Motion Introduction and Storyboard Brainstorm 

Motivation  Do-Now: What is an animation? Students may write or sketch their 
answers on their sketchbooks. 
Key Questions: Why is this being shot as stop-motion and not as a 
normal video? 

Presentation of 
Lesson 

Objectives 

Students will watch three examples of stop-motion animation. As a 
class, we will come up with a definition which I will display on the 
wall for the duration of the project. Aside from the definition, 
students will also discuss elements that made these animation 
successful.  
Students will view the demo video explaining the process of the 
project.  
After students have seen the demo video, they will work with a 
partner and research ideas for their animated GIF. Students will 
create a storyboard for their animation. 

Modeling/ 

Demonstration 

Demo Video 
Makeshift tripod: Cut an empty cereal box to hold your phone, 
weigh down the box with heavy items. Tape the box to the table and 
test adding heavy items around it to make it stable. 
Shooting: Using your camera app, take a photo of each frame. (If an 
object is moving, make sure you move it little by little) 
Ideas:  

● Make things appear and disappear. 
● Make inanimate objects move. 
● Turn an object into a different object. 

Tips:  
● Take your time! 
● Lock your focus (hold down your screen where you want it to 

focus ) 
Editing: Go to photos and delete any frame that is too bright, too 
dark, blurry, or has accidental hands. 
Add screen recording function to your control center. Go to settings, 
control center, and customize controls. 
Recording: Press screen recording button, return the gallery and 
slide your finger through the thumbnails at the photo to go through 
all photos. This is tricky, so it might take some practice! Whenever 
you are done and your recording. 

 



 

 

Editing: Go to your gallery and trim the video using the edit button. 
Aspect Ratio: Crop your video using Instagram. 
GIF: Using the GIPHY app, upload your video. Select “Share” and 
“Save” GIF.  

Transition and 

Work Period 

After viewing the demo, students will partner up and go to their work 
stations to brainstorm and research ideas for their animated GIF. 
I will circulate the classroom to make sure students are staying on 
task and to provide additional guidance. 

Closure  If students do not finish their work in class, they must their 
storyboards for homework. They must also bring props for their 
animations. 

 

Day 2: Work Studio 

Motivation  With your partner answer the following Do-Now:  
What kind of special effects are you trying to include in your 
animation? 

Presentation of 
Lesson 

Objectives 

Students will have the entire period to work on their Stop-Motion 
GIFS. 

Modeling/ 

Demonstration 

Students will have access to the video demo outlining the 
instructions for the project. They will also have access to handouts, 
slides, video clips, posters, and visual aids. 
 

Transition and 

Work Period 

I will circulate the classroom to make sure students are staying on 
task and to provide additional guidance. 

Closure  If students do not finish in class, they must their animated GIFS for 
homework. 

 

 

 

Day 3: Present, Critique, & Reflect 

Motivation  Do-Now: Did you find any challenges or surprises while creating 
your animated GIFS? What were some solutions you discovered? 

 



 

 

Presentation of 
Lesson 

Objectives 

Students will share their Do-Nows. 
Students will participate in a class critique. 

Modeling/ 

Demonstration 

As a class, we will review critique etiquette. I will model the sticky 
note and critique sandwich technique using one of the historical 
examples used previously in the lesson. 

Transition and 

Work Period 

Using Chromebooks, all students will display their animated GIFS. 
Students will participate in a gallery walk, where they will write on 
post-its with thoughts, comments, or questions about their peers’ 
work.  
Finally, we will critique all of the artwork starting with reading the 
sticky notes  
Students are encouraged to use the “sandwich critique” technique, 
sandwiching constructive criticism between two compliments. 

Closure  Students will complete an exit ticket answering the following prompt: 
How can limitations fuel creativity? 

 

Differentiation 
 Whole Class:  

The whole class will be provided with a tiered lesson to meet the needs of various 

students, access to visual aids, handouts with skill breakdowns, and access to clear directions. 

Groups of students with similar needs:  

Groups of students with similar needs will be provided with additional stations to reinforce 

specific concepts. 

 Individual students:   

Individual students will receive extra one-on-one demos, modified working times for 

students who need additional time. Accommodations to materials and techniques will be 

provided on an individual basis.  

Students with IEP’s or 504 plans will be reviewed and implemented on a case by case basis. 

NYS Learning Standards for the Arts — Visual Arts (VA) 
Cr. 1. Generate and conceptualize artistic ideas and work. 

Cr. 2. Organize and develop artistic ideas and work. 

Pr. 4. Select, analyze, and interpret artist work for presentation. 

Pr. 5. Develop and refine artistic techniques and work for presentation. 

 



 

 

Rubric 
Category  Accomplished Artist  Developing Artist  Beginning Artist 

Animation   The animation is very smooth 
and the characters/objects 
have fairly natural 
movements. All frames are in 
focus. 

 
 

5 points 

The animation is smooth and 
there is very little distracting 
camera movement. Most 
frames are in focus.  
 

 
3-4  points 

Animated GIF appears to be a 
work in progress. 
 
 

 
 
 

0-2  points 

Planning/Storyboard  Detailed planning and 
storyboarding. The storyboard 
was followed closely during 
animation. 

 
 
 
 
 

5 points 

Storyboard provided a 
general idea that was not 
followed closely. Final 
Animation could have been 
better if more detailed 
planning was done.  

 
 

3-4  points 

The student lacks 
understanding of conceptual 
portraiture and craftivism 
 

 
 
 
 

0-2  points 

Props   Time and thought were put 
into the selection of props and 
the background. 
  

 
 
 

5 points 

Some time and thought were 
put into the selection of props 
and the background.  

 
 
 

3-4  points 

Props and background appear 
random. 

 
 
 
 
 

0-2  points 

Completion  Completed all steps to the 
best of the artists’ abilities and 
created one animated GIF and 
one storyboard. 

 
 
 

5 points 

Most steps were completed or 
some aspects appear rushed. 

 
 
 
 

3-4  points 

Animated GIF appears to be a 
work in progress.  
 
 
 
 

 
0-2  points 

Collaboration with Peer  Artists respectfully and 
equally worked with partner. 
 

 
 

5 points 
 

Equal distribution of work 
between partners. 
 

 
 
 

3-4  points 
 

Did not collaborate or did not 
respect peer’s views/ideas. 

 
 
 

0-2  points 
 

Visual Literacy  The student used accountable 
talk during the critique and 
excellently implemented new 
vocabulary into discussions. 
 
 

5  points 

The student used accountable 
talk during the critique and 
attempted to implement new 
vocabulary into discussions. 
 

 
3-4  points 

The student did not use 
accountable talk and made no 
effort to use new vocabulary. 
 
 
 
 

0-2  points 

Total Score    _____ / 30 

 

 


