
 

Surrealism Sculpture  
Class/Grade Foundation Art 

Length of Lesson  ~8 Classes  

 

Learning Objectives 
Students will be able to: 

● Understand the characteristics of Surrealist artwork 

● Compare and contrast Alebrijes and Surrealism  

● Participate in class discussions about Surrealist art using the techniques of accountable 

talk, share ideas, and build on peers’ observations 

● Create a Surrealist sculpture using newspaper, masking tape, and found objects  

Student Connections 
Students will be able to discover how their own life and dreams can inspire an 

abstract piece of art resembling Surrealism. Students will also explore how everyday 

objects such as lunch trays and water bottles can be manipulated into art. 

Assessment 
Formative Assessment:  

● During the mini-lesson and work time, I will do regularly checks for 

understanding; students will also do a self-check during work time to 

ensure they are staying on task.  

● Students will be polled on foundational knowledge, opinions, or where they 

are in their learning. 

Summative Assessment:  

● Final sculpture 

○ A rubric is attached at the end of the unit 

● Artist Statement that successfully explains and defends the concept 

behind the artwork 

○ A rubric is attached at the end of the unit 
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Materials + Equipment 
Students will need their brainstorming worksheets, a writing utensil, found objects, 

cardboard, newspaper, cardboard tray, and papier-mache paste. 

Art Historical References 
Students will see a short clip: The Colorful History of Alebrijes in Mexican Culture, from 

Now This 

   

Pedro Linares López 1906-1992  Pedro Linares 
Alebrije 

1906-1992 

Pedro Linares 
Alebrije 

1906-1992 

 

Developing Academic Language through the Visual Arts 
 

Vocabulary: Surrealism, juxtaposition, irrational, Exquisite Corpse, collaboration, 

papier-mâché. 

Language Supports:  Vocabulary will be supported through the use of handouts, 

slides, video clips, posters, visual aids, and flashcards. 

 

 

https://nowthisnews.com/videos/news/the-colorful-history-of-alebrijes-in-mexican-culture
https://nowthisnews.com/videos/news/the-colorful-history-of-alebrijes-in-mexican-culture
https://nowthisnews.com/videos/news/the-colorful-history-of-alebrijes-in-mexican-culture


 

 

Day 1: Surrealism Sculpture  

Motivation  Students will view a short clip about The Colorful History of Alebrijes 
in Mexican Culture 
Students will compare and contrast Alebrijes and Surrealism 

Presentation of 
Lesson 

Objectives 

Students will be introduced to Alebrijes I will demo how to create a 
paper sculpture using paper, tape, and found objects I will demo 
papier-mache techniques 

Modeling/ 

Demonstration 

I will model the following steps:  
Initial armature: The initial armature will be made by wadding 
newspaper to create a general shape. I will add part of a water 
bottle so students can see how found objects can be used to 
support the sculpture.  
Shaping sculpture using tape: Once I’ve shown the initial process, I 
will explain the students another sculpture that is almost done. Using 
masking tape, I will demonstrate how to manipulate the armature 
into the desired shape.  
Papier-Mache: Once we have the desired shape of the sculpture, I 
will demonstrate how to use papier-mache. Then I will show the 
students a dried papier-mache sculpture so they can feel and see 
the difference. 

Transition and 

Work Period 

Students will go back to their workstations. They will continue to 
work on their brainstorming worksheets until they have their final 
idea for their sculpture. Once students are done, they may grab a 
cardboard tray and begin sculpting with newspaper, masking tape, 
and found objects. I will walk around the class to check for 
comprehension and provide additional assistance. 

Closure  Students who have begun to construct their sculptures will start 
cleaning up 3 minutes before class is over. Students who are still 
brainstorming will be asked to finish their proposal for homework. 

 

Day 2-4: Surrealism Sculpture  

Motivation  Do-Now: What materials do you plan on using to create your 
sculpture? 
 

Presentation of 
Lesson 

Objectives 

As a class, we will recap Surrealism. Students will quickly share 
ideas for their projects with their peers and will begin to construct 
their sculptures 

 



 

 

Modeling/ 

Demonstration 

Students will have access to demo videos from the skills I demoed 
the day before 

Transition and 

Work Period 

I will circulate the classroom to make sure students are staying on 
task and to provide additional guidance 

Closure  Students will come to a closing point and clean five minutes before 
class is over 

 

 Day 5-7: Painting and Finishing Touches 

Motivation  Do-Now: What are some challenges you have encountered? Did you 
resolve it? If so, how? 
 

Presentation of 
Lesson 

Objectives 

● Students will continue to work on their sculptures. 
● I will present a painting mini-lesson for the students who are 

ready to paint. 

Modeling/ 

Demonstration 

● Students will have access to demo videos from the skills I 
demoed the day before.  

● I will present a best-practices mini-lesson on painting with 
acrylic paint 

Transition and 

Work Period 

I will circulate the classroom to make sure students are staying on 
task and to provide additional guidance. 

Closure  Students will participate in a gallery walk where they will share some 
of the struggles or surprises they encountered while constructing 
their sculptures. A view students will share what they plan to do 
next. 

 

Day 8: Critique 

Motivation  Do-Now: Why is your sculpture Surrealist? 

Presentation of 
Lesson 

Objectives 

Students will participate in a class critique.  
Students will complete an exit ticket. 

 



 

 

Modeling/ 

Demonstration 

As a class, we will review critique etiquette. I will model the sticky 
note and critique sandwich technique using one of the historical 
examples used previously in the lesson. 

Transition and 

Work Period 

All of the sculptures will be displayed for everyone to see. 
Students will participate in a gallery walk, where they will write on 
post-its with thoughts, comments, or questions about their peers’ 
work. 
Finally, we will critique all work of Surrealist art starting with reading 
the sticky notes  
Students are encouraged to use the “sandwich critique” technique, 
sandwiching constructive criticism between two compliments.  

Closure  Reflection: Exit Ticket 
What did you well in this assignment? 
What is one thing you would change? 

 

Differentiation 
 Whole Class:  

The entire class will be provided with a tiered lesson to meet the needs of various 

students, access to visual aids, handouts with skill breakdowns, and freedom of choice for 

materials. 

Groups of students with similar needs:  

Groups of students with similar needs will have the option to sit together as a group with 

me to reinforce paper sculpture and painting techniques. 

 Individual students:   

Individual students will receive extra one-on-one demos, modified working times for 

students who need additional time, and modified number of steps for students who work quickly. 

Accommodations to materials and techniques will be provided on an individual basis.  

Students with IEP’s or 504 plans will be reviewed and implemented on a case by case basis. 

NYS Learning Standards for the Arts — Visual Arts (VA) 
Cr. 1. Generate and conceptualize artistic ideas and work. 

Re. 7. Perceive and analyze artistic work. 

Re. 8. Interpret meaning and artistic work. 

 



 

 

Rubric 

Category  Accomplished Artist  Developing Artist  Beginning Artist 

Sculpture  The artist created a thoughtful 
sculpture inspired by 
Surrealism.  

 
 

5 points 

The artist created a sculpture 
that does not resemble 
Surrealist characteristics. 
 

 
3-4  points 

The sculpture  appears to be 
a work in progress. 
 
 

 
 
 

0-2  points 

Use of Materials  Thoughtful application & 
choice of recycled materials. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

5 points 

Proficient application & choice 
of recycled materials. 

 
 

3-4  points 

Lacks demonstration of 
thoughtful application and 
choice of materials. 
 

 
 
 
 

0-2  points 

Preparation  The student wrote 3 potential 
ideas and completed one 
preliminary sketch of their 
sculpture. 

 
 

5 points 

The student wrote at least 1 
idea and completed one 
sketch of their sculpture. 

 
 
 

3-4  points 

Demonstrated very little 
preparation. 

 
 
 
 

0-2  points 

Completion  Completed all steps to the 
best of the artists’ abilities and 
created one Surrealist 
sculpture using mostly 
recycled materials.. 

 
 
 

5 points 

Most steps were completed or 
some aspects appear rushed. 

 
 
 
 

3-4  points 

The sculpture  appears to be 
a work in progress. 
 
 
 
 

 
0-2  points 

Visual Literacy  The student used accountable 
talk during the critique and 
excellently implemented new 
vocabulary into discussions. 
 
 

5  points 

The student used accountable 
talk during the critique and 
attempted to implement new 
vocabulary into discussions. 
 

 
3-4  points 

The student did not use 
accountable talk and made no 
effort to use new vocabulary. 
 
 
 
 

0-2  points 

Total Score    _____ /25 

 

 
 

 


